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There is probably no craft that is as atmospherically
and mythologically charged as blacksmithing: the ext-
reme temperatures, the massive, self-made tools and
the rhythmic hammering make the forge an exciting
and at the same time historical place. However, the
forge, as a central space in pre-modern societies, has
largely lost its social and economic significance since
industrialisation.

Yet the craft of blacksmithing could offer a broad
spectrum of tools and approaches, particularly for
contemporary artistic subjects. The specific properties
of steel and its alloys call for an intensive examina-
tion of this stubborn material. The interplay between
precise technical work and the almost geological pro-
cesses of heating and deformation also allows us to
engage with the traces of social processes throughout
time. The expertise developed and handed down over
thousands of years and the need to share knowledge
and skills make the forge a paradigmatic place of ex-
change and collaboration.

In order to explore this wealth of forms, questions
and processes, we established the Euler-Schmiede in
2023. The forge is located on the edge of Méarkische
Schweiz, in Mlncheberg, 50 kilometres east of Berlin.
The aim is to create a place for experimentation and
research where we can develop new forms from the
old craft.

What is special about the work in the forge? What re-

sources of forms and processes can the blacksmith‘s

craft draw on? How can this knowledge of blacksmit-
hing that was gathered and passed on over centuries

become an opportunity to approach present topics?



